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sible of acceptance, and finally made a general conflagration
inevitable by declaring war on Serbia.
Finally, on December 1, 1914, the French Government,
after ample time for compiling a collection of documents,
published its Yellow Book This differed from the collec-
tions hitherto published in that it contained a selection of
alleged telegrams dating back several months prior to the
Archduke's murder. These set forth all Germany's belli-
cose tendencies and military preparations, and easily
convinced readers, who had been hearing exaggerated
stories of German atrocities in Belgium and France, that
William II "had come to think that war with France was
inevitable/' and "believed in the crushing superiority of
the German army and in its certain success/' The rest of
the French Yellow Book, like the English Blue Book, ap-
peared to be a fairly complete, candid, and convincing set
of documents chronologically arranged; they are full of
'suspicions of German and Austrian duplicity and warlike
intentions, in contrast to assertions of French desire for
peace, as evidenced, for instance, by the order for the with-
drawal of French troops ten kilometres behind the frontier.
It was not till many years later that it became evident that
the French Yellow Book was neither so complete nor candid
after all, since some important telegrams had been sup-
pressed altogether and others had been altered*6
An Austrian Red Book, published on February 3, 1915,
as a reply to the Serbian Blue Book, contained 69 docu-
ments, but the most important of these had already ap-
peared in the daily press, and the remainder threw but little
light on the secret relations between Berlin and Vienna in
connection with Austria's ultimatum to Serbia and the
6 The most complete and severe criticism of it is by G, Demartial,
UBvangile du Quai D'Orsay, Paris, 1926, The German edition, Das
franzosische Gelbbuch von 1914, Berlin, 1926, prints conveniently s\#h
French documents as have been made public since 1914, and contains val-
uable footnotes on others.